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he Israelites knew what it meant to journey In a culture that values our own enlightened selffrom scarcity to abundance. They did it time interest over the needs of others, it is not always an
and time again. They fled by night, trusting easy journey, yet the gifts that await us when we
God would guide them and provide for them. Who truly step into community and into deep
could have imagined that their journey to relationship with God are abundant.
liberation would include the sea itself parting and
All of us are called to be stewards. We are
their ability to walk through as though it were dry stewards of God’s creation, stewards of our
land? As they traveled through the wilderness, families, stewards of money, stewards of time,
God joined them, feeding them manna, enough for stewards of our churches, and stewards of the faith
the day, providing them fire by night, and cloud by that has been handed down to us, the faith that so
day. It was not an easy journey, and at times, the many generations before us have stewarded. As
Israelites stumbled and complained
along the way. Still, God was with
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them, always, as they moved from a
• Where do you sense God inviting you to go and
place of bondage to a place of freedom
explore? Where do you need to be attentive to
and abundant life.
God’s invitation?
• What are you stewarding in your life? Where do
At its heart, stewardship is an
you see God in your stewardship?
invitation to journey into God’s
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How
do you think the Israelites imagined the
abundance. And for most of us, the
Promised Land as they were traveling? As you
journey to generosity is just that — a
journey, how do you imagine the Promised Land?
journey. It is human nature to fear not
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having enough. Yet God’s story and
our story collide and we experience
something different. God invites us to taste and see
what God is doing in our lives and to consider
what God is entrusting to our care. In journeying
to generosity, we are invited to become co-creators
with God. When we move away from scarcity and
self, we can begin to focus on what God has
entrusted to us; we can see more fully how God is
acting in our lives and in our world.

we travel with God, we begin to recognize those
places in our lives where God is calling us, as God
called the Israelites, to step forth in faith into new
and unknown places. It can feel risky to let go of
the familiar, the safe, the known. And yet, when we
let go, when we invite God more fully into our
lives, the journey cannot help but be one that
transforms us, taking us out of our places of
bondage, into new, generous and abundant life.
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