Clergy Article

Prayers of the People

Articles & Activities

Youth

Calendar

2-8

insert

insert

Once again we will “gather together to ask
the Lord’s blessing” on
Thanksgiving Day morn-
ing. Please join us as we
give thanks for all that
we are and all that we
have as the people of
God.

A blessed and happy Thanksgiving to
everyone!

No Wednesday evening programs on
Nov. 22

Church office will be closed Nov. 23-24.

No church school on Sunday, Nov. 26
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The Adult and Youth Choirs of St. Cath-
erine’s, with organ and a special string
quartet, will present our annual Advent
Festival of Lessons and Carols. This tradi-
tional service of Advent is a time for the
community to gather in anticipation of
Christ's birth and to hear the story of salva-
tion told in the words of Scripture and
haunting melodies of song. We hope you
will make a point of saving this time and
inviting your friends and family to be a part
of this wonderful evening.
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Get the freshest and the best trees and
support our St. Catherine’s youth! Pick up
an order form in the lobby or contact the
office. Your order is confirmed with your
check made to St. Catherine’s.
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Come one, come all, to the St. Catherine's
Intergenerational Advent Event of the Cen-
tury on December 3 during the Church
School hour. Yes, you too can take part in

preparing for the Greatest Event ever, the
"Birth of Christ."

All who attend will make a Family Advent
Wreath. Start from scratch with a styro-
foam ring, decorate it and add candles to
make yours the best

@ ever in your household.
g\‘g" Yours to take home
SN and make the center-

piece of your table or
other area of your
home. In the Parish
Hall; SEE YOU THERE!




to help in the
nursery while we are
looking for new workers to
hire. The nursery is one of
the first areas of ministry
young families encounter
at St. Catherine's. We
greatly appreciate your
help with this important
service.

for our nursery
who should be 18 years
or older; enjoys working
with infants ages 0-5; has
own transportation;
reliable worker; able to
work flexible hours; and a
team player. Background
checks will be conducted.
Experience working with
infants a plus. If you or
anyone you know is
interested, please contact
Rosemary Wolfe in the
church office at 770-971-
2839.
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Please check with the
office for more infor-
mation and to request the
customary booklet about
Holy Baptism.

Someone asked me last week what |
looked forward to when it came to Dioce-
san Council. It’s certainly not the crowded
conditions or the bad food or even the par-
liamentary procedures that wrestle any life
out of the proceedings. What it is for me is
seeing “the family.” It's a delight to see
people | haven’t seen for a year, to see
good friends | might have had lunch with
last week, making new acquaintances, and
see parishioners as they staff a table for
their particular diocesan-wide ministry or
work in a setting I'm not used to seeing
them work in.

This the amazing thing about our church.
We are a part of something so much bigger
than ourselves. | am always amazed at the
variety and the vibrancy of the ministries
we share in common. This year we wel-
comed the new bishop of the diocese of
Ecuador Central. We have had a long-
standing Companion Diocese relationship
with Ecuador Central but in recent years,
because of church politics, the relationship
has not been active. The Rt. Rev. Wilfrido
Ramos-Orench was installed as bishop in
June. He was previously the Bishop Suffra-
gan of Connecticut. Born and raised in

Puerto Rico he accepted the call to Ecua-
dor after the previous bishop was deposed
for conduct that left the diocese in disarray.
To hear his story was truly inspiring, and to
know that at so many levels he is part of
the family to which we are connected. He
spoke of the fine work in Ambato of which
we have been a critical participant. It was
good to hear that the work goes on and
there is now some hope that we can get re-
involved in supporting the school and the
St. Catherine’s medical clinic.

This is just one example of the family at
work throughout the world. Yes, like all
families we have our disagreements and
squabbles. But I'll live with them just to
have this sense of something far bigger
than me, St. Catherine’s or even the many
ministries we work hard at here in our
home. The Anglican communion in general,
and the Episcopal Church in particular, has
much to offer the world. In a world where
many people live in the extremes, we offer
a middle way. It is good to feel a part of
something bigger than ourselves and to
know in our own unique way here at 571
Holt Road we are carrying out a ministry
that has ties throughout the state, the na-
tion and the world.
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Sharon Parisi, James, Natalie
May, Betty Boyce, Lisa Arnold,
George Schnorf, Carrie LaMorte,
Reese & Margaret Ivey, Jon
Stine, Paige Schlenker, Timo &
Eileen Kokko, Jonathan Pearson,
Rick Howell, Debbie Henderson,
Jim Rader, Jenny Thomas,
Grayson Smith, Bill Fisher,
Cynthia Sapero, Joan Thurston,
Denise Porter, Sarah Wayne
Rice, Shelley Ransdell, Jim
Nixon, Sr., Kimberly Blythe,
Deborah Trottier, Dan Trottier,
Joelle, Mark Childs, the Skinner
Family, James Bollinger, Patty
Roberts, Etta Etta-Tawo, Sarah
Devereux, Howie, Muriel Moore,
Bebe Moore Campbell, Margie

Rowell, Rose Rose, John Rose,
Amy Morris, Carroll Mitchell

1.

Evans Caudle, 11/20/06 (Greg
Caudle’s father); Jennie Costa,
11/17/06 (Preschool teacher)

Martha Wapensky, friend of
Bettye Harris; Cheryl Jones,
Marshall Jones’s grandmother.
* / )
Defend all the men and women
of our armed forces at home or
abroad especially in
Afghanistan, Iraq and Kuwait
that they will have a sense of

your abiding presence wherever
they may be.

PRAYER FOR THANKS FOR
BLESSING: We thank you Lord,
for the blessings we receive
through the work of the
Outreach Ministry Team.
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2 3'3 A4Bella Hutto; Bill
Tinka, Elizabeth & Katrina lvey;
Allen, Susan, Shannon & Austin
Jablonski; Al & Sue Jones,
Cassie Heinz; Bruce & Faye
Jones
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Chris & Barbara Kallas; Jim,
Kathy & Bart Kareken; Dick
Kareken; Kevin, Robin, Nathan &
Kelly Keith; Tim, Catherine &
Caroline Kenney
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Thank you to everyone who
participated in Operation
Christmas Child this year. It
was a success! St. Cath-
erine's church and pre-
school together collected
86 gift-filled shoeboxes.
They are now on their way
to boys and girls around the
world who are refugees of
civil war, survivors of natu-
ral disasters, or victims of
extreme poverty.
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“Be charitable before
wealth makes thee covet-
ous.”— Sir Thomas Browne
(1605-82), English writer
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We are excited to announce that we are
nearing our goal of $750,000 for the Faith-
ful Mission campaign. As of November 14
we have pledges of $735,592 from 138
households. This represents 98% of our
goal. We are deeply grateful to each and
every person who has opened their home
to our visits and responded with a pledge.
We are thankful for the many conversations
we have shared as we express our hope
and vision for the future of St. Catherine s a
future made more secure and focused on
ministry by this campaign.

The Faithful Mission campaign continues!
We are confident we will meet and exceed
our goal. We remind you that all funds
raised go towards reducing our debt. We

want to wrap everything up by December
31. Your commitment is important to our
life as a congregation. If you have not made
your pledge to this important campaign, we
hope that you will return your commitment
to the office via mail or in the alms basin on
Sunday, November 19. If you are consider-
ing a pledge but are still undecided, you
can be a part of making this campaign a
tremendous success through your commit-
ment. If you have not been visited and wish
a visit or have unanswered questions,
please contact our campaign chairs, Nel-
son Gale (770.953.3407) or Jennifer
Massey (404.375.8327) and they will be
pleased to respond.

We want to thank each of our campaign
leadership who have worked so hard to
bring us to this threshold of success. Your
efforts and commitment have made all of
this possible.

God has truly blessed St. Catherine’s... old
friends, new friends, our growing family. It
is a wonderful place to be. We care about
each other. One parishioner described St.
Catherine’s is a place where when some-
one asks “How are you doing?” they actu-
ally wait for an answer. As our parish family
grows so do our ministries and our needs,
but so does our giving spirit. Each of us
has been blessed with unique talents and
each have been given our time and our
treasure. We have proven ourselves to be
generous in sharing those gifts.

We are excited to announce that as of No-
vember 17, 159 households have commit-
ted their time and their abilities to the min-
istries of St. Catherine’s and have addition-
ally pledged $502,301 to our annual oper-
ating budget for 2007. We are off to a
great start and we thank each and every
one of you for your commitment to God’s
work at St. Catherine's. We have several
households who pledged last year but have
not yet had the opportunity to return their

pledge cards and we have many new fami-
lies have yet to offer their gifts.

We ask that you return your pledge card
(with time, talent and treasure) as soon as
possible to the office via mail or place it in
the alms basin on Sunday, November 19.
As in past years we will set a 2007 budget
based . If you are
unable to pledge this year, please let us
know that by filling out a pledge card with
$0. In early December your Vestry will fol-
low up with those who have not filled out a
pledge card to make sure everyone has
had an opportunity.

If you have not received Stewardship 2007
materials please call the office (770-971-
2839) and we will get them to you. If you
have any questions please feel free to con-
tact our campaign chairs, Joyce Hendricks
(ish316@bellsouth.net) or Tom Hunter
(Tom.Hunter@AcuityBrands.com) and they
will be pleased to respond. Thank you all
for your gracious generosity.




St. Cat's Christmas Cards
are ready for purchase
before or after Sunday
services. Packages of 25
cards/27 envelopes are
$25 each. Sale continues
as long as our supply
lasts!
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Please let the church
know when you or a loved
one has a medical proce-
dure, an illness, a life
transition, or other spe-
cial need. We are here to
serve you. Please allow
us the opportunity to
share your experience
and offer our support.
Simply contact the
church office at 770-971-
2839. Thank you.

Dec. 2 - Christmas Tree order pickup
Dec. 3-! % & ) &

Intergenerational Advent wreath making
during Church School hour

Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols,
5:00 PM

Dec. 5, 12, 19 - Advent Study & Eucharist,
Tuesdays, 7 AM

Dec. 6, 13 - No Wednesday programs for
adult or Catechesis; WNL meets

Dec. 9 - Secret Santa Shop/Breakfast/
Craft Sale, 9 am to noon

Dec. 10-%* & % & ) &

St. Nicholas Celebration for Catechesis
Dec. 16 - Seasonal Sabbath, 9 am to noon
Dec. 17-# % & ) &

Children’s Christmas Pageant and meal,
begins 4:00 PM

Dec. 20 - Hanging of the Greens and
supper, 5:30 - 8 PM

Dec. 24 -! % & ) & &
+

10:30 AM - Holy Eucharist

5:30 PM - Family Service with Youth
Choir, reception following

10:30 PM - Christ Mass with Adult Chair,
reception following

Dec. 25 -+
only, 10:30 AM

— One Service
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If you have experienced a loss, come jour-
ney with us on Nov. 19, Dec. 3 & 10, and
Jan. 7 & 14 immediately after 11:15 ser-
vice. These times provide a place where
we can learn from each other as well as
support each other. Lunch will be provided.
Please call the church office at 770 971-
2839 if you are interested, and join us.

< !

Our tradition in Advent is to celebrate an
early morning Eucharist and Bible Study on
Tuesday mornings. We will gather on

I at 7:00 AM in
the tradition of the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in
the prayers. This time is designed to fit
within an hour so that promptly at 8:00 AM
you can be off to work, school, or your
day’s plans.

>

Fr. Jim,

I wanted to give you an update on Fr.
Flavio. He is now in Quito [Ecuador]
working directly with the new bishop.
His parish is one which is co-located
with a school. Fr. Rodriguez has recently
visited the Diocese of Central Ecuador.
When I talked with him he said that he
was spending his time in Quito.

We are having a “Fair Christmas” event
at our church on November 18th and
part of the various fund raising displays
includes one on Ecuador Ministry. We
sent money for artisan items which
Flavio and his wife purchased in Quito.
The artisan items are due to arrive next
week. We will be sending the funds to
Flavio to support the medical clinic at
San Alfonso.

I have developed a rather robust list of
educational resources over the years and
have put them on a CD. The CD requests
a donation for Ecuador Ministry to be
sent to St. Catherine’s for your use in
that ministry. Hopefully, you will start
receiving checks...

Wishing you, Joan, and all of the won-
derful people of St. Catherine’s the best!

Sincerely, Mike McCarty




This month we celebrate
the life and work of the Out-
reach Ministry Team. This
ministry team meets on the
third Thursday of every
other month (February,
April, June, August, October
and December), 7-8:30 PM
at church. To find out more
about their activities please
check the Opportunities for
Ministry in your bulletin or
contact team convenor Nad-
ine Pope.

1?7+

" # $ " %
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volunteers staff the Inn and
provide dinner for the
guests on the 28th of each
month. To help please con-
tact our volunteer coordina-
tors: Overnight Team: Fred
Massey, 404-731-4466,
and Carolyn Hilley, 770-
973-8636. Dinner Team:
Connie Bergeron, 770-951-
1411, and Tracy Buckalew,
770-956-9609.
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If you've been interested in joining St. Catherine’s ministry to assist victims of Hurricane
Katrina, now’s a great time to sign up. Several events are now being planned, so pick one

and give us a call.
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Al Jones is leading a trip to New Orleans to
be a part of the dedication of the new sanc-
tuary for St. George’s Episcopal Church and
to assist in various other projects around
the city. Al will be joined by Ron Cook,
Bettye Harris and others. The trip will take
place from Dec. 6 - 11. If you would like to
participate contact Al Jones as soon as
possible at 770-565-1013.

.- )'* + . *

Each year the people of St. George's raise
money during the week of Mardi Gras for
their Dragon Café ministry (which provides
meals every week to needy people in the
neighborhood). St. Catherine’s will be join-
ing churches from other parts of the nation
to assist St. George’s in this fundraising
effort, which will take place from Feb. 15 -
20, 2007. Please contact Paul Parisi at
404-315-8850 if you'd like to be a part of
this event.
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St. Catherine’s is planning a spring ministry
trip to assist people in New Orleans with
house gutting and construction, yard clear-
ing and other chores, including assistance
to St. George’s.
This trip is
planned for
March 31-
April 5, 2007.
Please contact
Paul Parisi at
404-315-8850
if you'd like to
be involved
with this trip.

Ron Cook sands a
door in prepara-
tion for painting
at St. Georges’s

.01 ( 0 2

Help us help those at our partner parish in
St. George’s and the New Orleans commu-
nity. We are having a fundraising
) '3 + ) 4

) 45, ' ' Join us for an evening
of adult fun and fellowship. We will have
beverages and jambalaya courtesy of
Houck’s, and dancing to jazz and zydeco.
The cost is $15 per person or $25 per cou-
ple. Look for the sign-up table in the Nar-
thex beginning Nov. 26 or call the church
office.
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Budget request forms
were distributed for all
budget items at the No-
vember Ministry Teams
meeting. All Ministry
Teams and committees
should return their 2007
budget requests to the
church office by Dec. 9.

The annual Christmas
folding party and lunch
will be 6

, -. inthe Par-
ish Hall. The folders as-
semble all the bulletins
used at St. Catherine’s
services during this fes-
tive season. This gather-
ing is a great way to meet
new people, catch up with
old friends, and enjoy the
fruits of your labor at the
lunch afterwards. There is
always a lot of laughter, a
great deal of fun, and
plenty of room for anyone
interested in joining in the
work. What a great way to

start the holiday season —

if you are interested
please contact Jamie
Harding at
jamiewayne49@ msn.com

Y

We invite you to consider traveling together
with us to this holiest of lands. It is from
there that we will set our sights on what
will be a meaningful Holy Week journey
together here at St. Catherine’s.

Our deadline for registration is January 3

but we really are encouraging you to %

so that we can have
the best feel for what seats will be required
for our air transportation.

To whet your appetite, a typical day on the
trip will be like the following:

-7 . . ., %

From Galilee "up to Jerusalem" through
Samaria: This day will find us following the
footsteps that Jesus and his family would
have taken as they made their way from
Galilee to Jerusalem. The road passes
through a string of Arab villages, many of
them with names recalling incidents in
the Bible. Jenin, for example, is where
tradition holds that Jesus cured the 10

lepers (Luke 17:11). We proceed to an-
cient Sebaste, a Hellenistic city where
John the Baptist, according to tradition,
was beheaded at the birthday party of
Herod Antipas (Mark 6:17). We shall
move on to Schechem (Nablus). Here we
shall visit and drink from Jacob’s well
(Gen. 33:18), where Jesus asked the Sa-
maritan woman for a drink promising her
"living water" (John 4). In Schechem we
find ourselves between Mt. Gerizim and
Mt. Ebal, in the Valley of Blessings and
Curses (Josh. 8:30). We recall that Mt.
Gerizim was for the Samaritans the Holy
Mountain. We now proceed to Jericho, the
oldest human settlement in the world.
From the vantage point of the site in Jeri-
cho we have a spectacular view of the "
Mt. of Temptation." Driving up to Jerusa-
lem, we view the setting for the parable of
the Good Samaritan, and walk to St.
George s Greek Orthodox Monastery, liter-
ally carved out of a cliff. Once in Jerusa-
lem we find a site on Mt. Zion or the Mt.
of Olives in order to view the city for our-
selves. Then it’s on to the hotel for dinner
and overnight.
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Last weekend 4 staff and 6 parishioners
(including our Youth Rep) from St. Cath-
erine’s went to the 100th Atlanta Diocese
Annual Council held in Macon, GA. Here
are a few facts about our Diocese and the

Council Meeting with links to additional
information.

1. Diocese of Atlanta is 100 years old in
2007. For more info visit the Centen-
nial Celebration page by going to the
Atlanta Diocese website at
episcopalatlanta.org. and click on the
Centennial link.

2. 0.7% ... what it takes (in additional
giving) from each of us to achieve the
Millennium Development Goal (MDG)
of eradicating extreme hunger and
poverty by 2015. For more info...
www.episcopalatlanta.org/global/
mdg.html.

3. The Diocese continues to support the

following charitable organizations:

- Emmaus House

- Church of the Holy Comforter

- Appleton Family Ministries - serving
orphans

- Mikell Camp & Conference Center
& KIDS 4 PEACE

4. Results of elections to the governing
boards are available at
episcopalatlanta.org/council/
candidates.html.

The best part of the weekend for me was
the Eucharist celebration at Christ Church
in Macon — Ben Frost's home parish. |
especially enjoyed retired Bishop Frank
Allan’s sermon. He reminded us of con-
stant nature of change in our church com-
munity and to always remain silent and
respectful during sermons.

If you are interested in learning more,
please speak to one of your council dele-
gates: Claire Frost, Ben Frost, Steve
Diffley, Joyce Hendricks, Margaret Shaw or
Susan Jablonski.
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Everyone is invited for a
time of teaching, scripture
meditation, and reflective
sharing. The morning will
be lead by Deacon Kathy
Holman and is intended
to be a time to “catch our
breath” in the middle of
the busy-ness of the
Advent/Christmas
season.

-/

Our St. Catherine’s nurses
will be giving flu shots
each Sunday at church
until our supply is gone.
Cost is $25, Medicare is
accepted. Look for our
Congregational Nurses in
the copy/work room for
your shot.

My last two articles have introduced you to
what a deacon is and how one becomes a
deacon. This time, | want to give you a bit
more information about who | am and
where I've come from and maybe even how
| ended up here.

| was raised in the Presbyterian Church. My
family moved from Chicago, lllinois to
Atlanta when | was in 4th grade. Upon our
move, my parents found the Southern
Methodist Church to be more like the
Northern Presbyterian Church, so we joined
Sandy Springs Methodist Church and made
it our church home. When | was 16, | found
myself overwhelmed with a feeling of
“coming home” when | entered the chapel
at Sewanee. (I had gone to Monteagle, TN
with a friend of mine and this is where we
went for Sunday worship) Soon after this
experience, | was confirmed in the
Episcopal Church and have been an active
member ever since.

| graduated from college with at Bachelor’s
degree in Philosophy and Religion. The
month after my graduation, | married Bill
and we started our family. (Bill and | have
been married for 31 years and we have two
sons - Rob, 28 and Jeff, 26.) Years later, |
completed EFM and two years of graduate
level work at the Shalem Institute of
Spiritual Formation where | received a
certificate of completion in Spiritual
Guidance. My continued spiritual education
has included pilgrimage and study trips. |
have traveled to Israel, Turkey, Spain,
Ireland, Scotland, England, Germany, and
New Mexico. | went to Spain twice, once to
study St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the
Cross, and once to walk the Camino de
Santiago. The Camino is one of the three
major pilgrimage routes from medieval
times. This six-week 500 mile journey has
proven most significant in my spiritual
education and influences me still. My
journeys to Ireland, Scotland and New
Mexico have fed my interest in Celtic and
Native American spiritualities.

@

| have been active in the Episcopal Church
at both parish and diocesan levels. | served
on the vestry of St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church where | lead retreats, teaching days
and quiet days. | also served several years
as a delegate for St. Patrick’s at Diocesan
Council.

| had one term as Diocesan DOK 1st vice-
president and one term as Diocesan
president for the DOK. | was one of the
founding members of the diocesan
Commission on Spiritual Formation and
served as Chair for the commission for
several years. It was through the
Commission on Spiritual Formation that |
met Dr. John Westerhoff and was invited to
teach the Shalem Peer Supervision model
to the participants in his Spiritual
Formation program. | went on to become
one of the directors of Omega Point which
was the continuation of Dr. Westerhoff’s
program.

| accepted an invitation to be on the
Diocesan Long-Range Strategic Planning
Committee of which Fr. Jim Nixon was
Chair. Fr. Jim served on the Omega Point
Board of Directors and | asked for his
participation on the Bishop's Pilgrimage
Committee. | have continued with my
spiritual direction work alongside of my
committee work and have touched into
prison ministry, hospice/hospital
chaplaincy, and ministry with the homeless.
Currently, my primary focus is spiritual
formation with “un”churched people who
have a desire to explore and deepen their
relationship with God outside of “organized
religion.”

My personal journey has been fluid, multi-
faceted, and held gently in God’s hands -
as has your journey. I'm grateful that you,
as individuals and as a community, are now
a part of my journey and that God is
present with us to enfold us in His care and
to encourage us to be reflectors of His love
in the world around us.

Yours,
Kathy
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11/23 ..Thanksgiving Day
worship 10:30 am

11/26 ..No church school
11/28 ..Elizabeth Inn

11/29 ... Wed. evening pro-
grams conclude

12/2,3...Christmas trees
pickup

12/3....Advent 1; wreath-
making event;
Advent Lessons &
Carols service

12/6,13 .... WNL
12/6-10 .... New Orleans trip
12/9....Budget requests due

Next Publications:
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The women of St. Catherine’s are invited
to come together for a weekend retreat at
the beautiful Amicalola Falls Lodge , Feb-
ruary 16-18. Please mark your calendars
and clear your schedules. We will be ex-
ploring the treasure hidden within each of
us as we enjoy the beauty of the North
Georgia Mountains. Our weekend will in-
clude meditation, prayer, and fellowship
as we settle into a relaxed rhythm for a
time of refreshment and renewal before
the Lenten season.

The cost is $175 for two nights lodging
and meals - your check will be your reser-
vation. Sign up in the
Opportunities for Minis-
try in your Sunday bulle-
tin. For more information
please contact Sherry
Coulter, Ginny Lummus
or Kathy Holman

Il + *

Are you interested in serving as a member
of the Vestry? Do you know someone who
you think would be a good Vestry member?
You can nominate yourself or someone
else. A list of eligible members of St. Cath-
erine’s is available in the church foyer. Elec-
tions will be held at all services on Decem-
ber 17.

Serving on the Vestry is a ministry that
helps one see how the church can make a
difference in people’s lives. Contact Liz
Rea, Senior Warden at 770-241-9755 or
any Vestry member if you have any ques-
tions or nominations.
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